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Introduction
During the aggression on the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, many volunteers
from Orthodox countries fought in the army of the Republika Srpska (VRS). Among
them were Ukrainians, Romanians, Greeks, and Russians, to name the most obvious.
However, the most interesting are the Greeks:1 first, Greek fighters took part in the
genocide in Srebrenica; second, the Greek government and a large part of the public
supported and approved their actions. Orthodox Christian foreign fighters in the VRS
are often called ‘‘mercenaries,’’ which is inaccurate, since they fought for ideology and
not for money. While this topic is important, it is controversial and has been little
investigated so far. This research note aims to explore the role of Greece and Greeks in
the aggression and genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

‘‘We moved in and ‘cleaned up’ the place!’’
The first Greek volunteers arrived in Bosnia in 1993.2 In March 1995, at the request of
General Ratko Mladić, the Greek Volunteer Guard (GVG) was formed, with its base in
Vlasenica.3 It was fully integrated into the Drina Corps of the army of the VRS and was
closely connected to Greek intelligence agencies; its activities were closely monitored by
the Greek embassy in Belgrade.4 The unit had its own insignia, a double-headed eagle
on a black background. We now know that it took part in the VRS offensive on the UN
enclave of Srebrenica. Greek volunteers were also spotted in the Konjic area.5 A large
number of the GVG’s members were also members of Hrisi Avgi, a neo-Nazi
organization in Greece, but overall the members represented mainstream Greek
opinion.6 To support the connection between the GVG and Hrisi Avgi, there exists a
picture of a few GVG members in Srebrenica saluting in the Nazi style. After the fall of
Srebrenica, Serb and Greek soldiers raised four flags on the Orthodox Church in
Srebrenica: the Serbian, the Greek, the Byzantine, and the flag of Vergina (the disputed
‘‘Greek Macedonian’’ flag).7 It is also reported that video footage was shot of this event
for propaganda purposes.8 The Greeks celebrated all night with their Serb fellow
soldiers and sang the Greek and Serbian national anthems.9 The same day Srebrenica
fell, the Greek national television station, MEGA, conducted a telephone interview with
a Greek volunteer from Srebrenica, who said with excitement, ‘‘After the artillery
stopped its bombardment we moved in and ‘cleaned up’ the place!’’10
The primary reason for the Greek presence in Bosnia was ideology. When asked his
motives for fighting, one Greek volunteer answered, ‘‘I am an Orthodox and I must help
my Serb brethren against the Muslims.’’11 Another had greater visions: ‘‘We are fighting
for a Greater Greece in a Europe free from Muslims and Zionists.’’12 Yet another said,
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‘‘The Vatican, the Zionists, the Germans and the Americans conspire against the
Orthodox nations. Their next target after Serbia will be Greece.’’13 Four members of the
GVG were awarded the White Eagle medal by Radovan Karadžić himself. The Greek
volunteers maintained two offices in Greece, one in Athens and the other in Solun,
which were used for recruitment.14

‘‘God and the Greeks’’
The Greek government, the Greek Orthodox Church, and the majority of the Greek
public openly supported the Milosević and Karadžić governments during the aggression
on the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The roots of Serb–Greek relations run deep.
As the famous Greek lawyer Alexandros Lykourezos has put it, Greece’s relationship
with Serbia ‘‘stems from Greece’s hostile relationship with Turkey, which is also often
hard for outsiders to fathom.’’15 During the Yugoslav wars, the socialist Panhellenic
Socialist Movement (PASOK) and the right-wing New Democracy sided with the Serbs.
The socialists sided with the Serbs because of their anti-Americanism, which also
explains why Muammar Qaddafi and Saddam Hussein supported Milošević, while New
Democracy sided with the Serbs as fellow members of the Orthodox faith. Despite their
differences, these two political rivals readily agreed on Serb policies in the Yugoslav
wars. One such point of agreement was Radovan Karadžić. Karadžic visited Greece on
two occasions, first in the summer of 1993 and second in January 1994.16 Both times he
received the highest state honors. In 1993 he met with high-ranking Greek officials,
including Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis, PASOK leader Andreas Papandreou,
and Archbishop Serapheim of the Greek Orthodox Church. The Greek–Serb Friendship
was also helpful in bringing Karadžić to Greece.17 This organization was formed in 1992
and is still active today, promoting Serb interests in Greece. Its president, Aris
Mousionis, was seen together with Karadžić during the latter’s visit to Greece; he
personally shared with Serb general Ratko Mladić NATO military secrets concerning
the air strikes initiated against Bosnian Serb forces in August 1995.18 The importance of
this organization is shown by the fact that during the war Karadžić awarded the Greek–
Serb Friendship the Njegoš medal (Orden Njegoša).19 The Greek Orthodox Church
organized a open-air mass meeting honoring Karadžić at Piraeus Stadium, where
among those present were, besides Greek Church officials, Greek politicians Kostas
Karamanlis20 and Akis Tsochatyopoulos, then minister of defense. It was here that
Karadžić made the now-famous remark, ‘‘We have with us God and the Greeks.’’21 He
next visited Greece in January 1994, when he arrived in Athens to attend a medical
conference titled ‘‘The Effects of the Embargo and the War on the Health of the Serb
People.’’22 Even today, Karadžić is still considered a hero and a defender of the Orthodox
faith by a large number of Greeks. Recently there have been many reports that Karadžić
is hiding in Greece; both Bosnian and foreign intelligence officers claim that he
occasionally hides in the Hilandar monastery on Mt. Athos.23 It is important to note that
the Greek Orthodox Church has appointed Karadžić ‘‘to the 900-year-old ‘Knights’
Order of the first rank of Saint Dionysius of Xanthe,’’ declaring him ‘‘one of the most
prominent sons of our Lord Jesus Christ working for peace.’’24
The Greek Church, besides supporting Karadžić personally, supported the military
actions of the VRS. In December 1993, Greek Orthodox priests visited the ethnically
cleansed Bosnian town of Zvornik and conducted a liturgy in the church of Saint
Nikolas, the protector of Zvornik.25 In February 1995, a delegation led by Archimandrite
Ignatios of the Diocese of Piraeus visited the Serb-occupied part of Sarajevo and gave
blessings to the Serb soldiers who were constantly shelling the city. Numerous reports
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show that the Milošević regime had bank accounts in Greek and Cypriot banks.
According to the testimony of Radomir Marković, head of the Serbian State Security
Service from November 1998 to 2000, the regime used these bank accounts to purchase
military equipment from abroad for the needs of the Republika Srpska and the
Republika Srpska Krajina.26 Via these banks, more than E770 million was spent by
Serbia to buy arms from Russia and Israel.27 Greece, probably in return, was allowed to
draw large quantities of electricity each day from Bosnia, and the Greek state energy
company paid $20,000 a month to Belgrade for the use of these power lines.28 The issue
of secret bank accounts from the Milošević era is still active, and there is no doubt that it
played a role in shaping Greek foreign policy; but, compared to Greek sympathy for
Serbs, the economic motive was a minor one. Perhaps one of the most important things
Greece did for Serbia was to supply it with much-needed fuel, without which the
Bosnian Serb Army could not have mounted their military operations. Greece smuggled
fuel to Serbia by recruiting Serb criminals such as Vladimir Bokan, who smuggled fuel
on behalf of Greece while in return the Greek government provided him with Greek
citizenship and turned a blind eye to his private profit-making activities.29 In 2000,
Bokan agreed to tell his story to Greek journalist Takis Michas. He later agreed to
another meeting during which he would provide Michas with the names of Greek
politicians and businessmen with whom he had worked and who had also helped break
the embargo. A few days after their first meeting, however, Bokan was assassinated by
unidentified persons. Other experts, such as Dutch professor Cees Wiebes, who worked
on the report of the Netherlands War Documentation Institute (NWDI), claim that in
1994 and 1995 Greece supplied the Bosnian Serbs with weapons and ammunition,
which were shipped from Piraeus to Bar, Montenegro.30 Another way in which the
Greek state supported the Bosnian Serbs was by giving NATO military secrets to the
VRS. Greece, as a member of NATO, had access to information about planned NATO
targets during the 1995 air strikes; this information was leaked to the VRS through Aris
Mousionis, president of the Greek–Serb Friendship Association. Once NATO discovered
the leak, Greece was no longer allowed access to this information.31

The Post-Srebrenica Period
In June 2005, after images of executions of boys and men from Srebrenica by Serb
special forces (Škorpioni) were shown around the world, a Greek member of parliament,
Andreas Andrianopoulous, requested that an investigation be opened into whether
Greeks took part in the genocide. No results have been published so far, and it is not
even known at what stage the investigation is today.32 The report published by the
NWDI in 2002, which led the entire Dutch government to resign, confirmed that Greek
volunteers took part in military operations in Srebrenica and that Greece violated the
embargo by supplying the Serbs with fuel and other materials.33 The Greek government
has continued either to deny any Greek involvement in Srebrenica or to state that it is
not interested in the matter. In June 2005, a Greek official, Jorgos Kumucakos, said that
the Ministry of Justice would cooperate with the International Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia in The Hague ‘‘if it was requested by them.’’34 At the same time, the minister
of justice, Anastasios Papaliguras, said that it ‘‘is possible that Greek citizens took part
in the massacre of civilians in Srebrenica.’’35 There are also unconfirmed reports that
Carla Del Ponte gave a list of Greek citizens who were volunteers in Bosnia to a Greek
diplomat, Jorgos Papandreu, in April 2003. Unfortunately, Greek officials have not
shown the willpower to arrest those suspected of crimes, even when there is strong
evidence. One such case occurred in 2003, when police, in an operation to bust an illegal
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steroids network, searched the house of a thirty-six-year-old in Athens. While searching
for steroids they came up with ‘‘something much more horrific[:] 80 photos of
slaughtered Muslim civilians in Bosnia.’’36 This man was at first a member of Arkan’s
Tigers, then later joined the GVG, but he also served as a trainer for Fikret Abdić’s forces
in Krajina. Despite these photographs, he was charged only with selling illegal drugs.
Even though Greece is financing major reconstruction projects in Bosnia and
helping Bosnia on its path to membership in the European Union, evidence has shown
that some indicted war criminals may be hiding in Greece. In November 2006, Dnevni
avaz, a leading daily in Bosnia-Herzegovina, published a picture of Stojan Župljanin in
the Hilandar monastery in northern Greece.37 He is shown dressed casually, standing
under a cross and inscription relating to Serbia’s fourteenth-century emperor Dušan.
This is the most sacred shrine of the Serbian people and is a place where Serbian monks
reside—the same place where, in March 1991, Milošević declared that ‘‘the spirit that
united us during the period of the Turkish rule’’ once again united the Greeks and
Serbs.38 In June 2007, a former member of the GVG, Kirakos Katharios, published a
book titled The Journey of a Volunteer, in which he writes about the heroic actions of
Greek volunteers in Bosnia and states, among other things, that Srebrenica is a ‘‘lie’’ and
that the Greeks did not participate in any crimes: ‘‘If they had, the Moslem government
of Bosnia would have raised the issue.’’39

Conclusion
It can be concluded that the war in Bosnia was pursued with Greek support for
Serbian forces. Some believe that this reflects a Greek fear of being surrounded by three
‘‘Islamic states.’’ Greece has shown this attitude on numerous occasions, especially
when it banned Turkish flights over Greece which would have helped enforce UN no-fly
zones in Bosnia.40 Most Greeks feel that Turks, Zionists, Germans, and Americans
endanger their religion. The reason that most Greeks are so anti-American has to do
with the United States’ support of the Greek junta in the 1970s and its support of
Turkey. Major Greek institutions manipulated the Greek public into supporting the
Serb aggression against Bosnian Muslims. It is enough to say that the Greek state
media had correspondents in Pale, Serb-occupied Sarajevo, and other places, but rarely
in territories controlled by the Bosnian government.41 In addition, Slobodan Milošević
went on his last holiday to the Greek island of Hydra in 1998, long after he was indicted
by the ICTY; he was protected by Serb and Greek bodyguards provided by the Greek
government. Alexander Likourezos, a major Greek lawyer, acted as General Mladić’s
adviser and has said that he would defend Mladić if he were arrested and brought to The
Hague.42 Although Greece has shown progress, from fully supporting Serb crimes, to
denying any knowledge of them, to finally admitting that ‘‘it is possible that Greek
citizens took part in the massacre of civilians in Srebrenica,’’ much more remains to be
done by the Greek government and the Greek Orthodox Church.43 Financing the
reconstruction of the Serb-destroyed parliament building in Sarajevo will not heal the
broken hearts of the mothers of Srebrenica.
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Ibid.; also see ‘‘Grčki dobrovoljci borili su se uz Srbe u Srebrenici,’’ Croatian Informative
News Agency (HINA), 13/14 July 1995, http://jagor.srce.hr/mvp_news/hna/Srpanj95/
0714951.hna.html#index43 (accessed 8 June 2007).
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